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Agency p r o p e r l y  d i d  n o t  make award  t o  t h e  low 
b i d d e r  where  award  was made a f t e r  e x p i r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  period a n d  t h e  a g e n c y  
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  express state- 
ment  from t h e  b i d d e r  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  b i d  or 
o t h e r w i s e  h a d  r e a s o n  t o  know t h a t  t h e  b i d d e r  
i n t e n d e d  t o  e x t e n d .  

D u n r i t e  Tool & D i e ,  1 n c . b r o t e s t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of i t s  
bid for f a i l u r e  t o  acknowledge  a r e q u e s t  to e x t e n d  t h e  b i d  
a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  A r m y  solicitatiofi'aDAAA09-83-B-O024. -- 
W e  s u m m a r i l y  d e n y  t h e  protest .  

The i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  so l ic i ted  b i d s  for 469 
h e a d r e s t  assemblies. B i d s  were opened  in,,early J a n u a r y  
1 9 8 3 ,  and  were d u e  t o  e x p i r e  o n  March 7.  L E x p e r i e n c i n g  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e l a y s  i n  b i d  e v a l u a t i o n ,  o n  March 1 t h e  
Army r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  b i d d e r s  e x t e n d  t h e i r  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
p e r i o d s .  f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  60  d a y s ,  t o  May 6. ' C o n f i r m a t i o n  
or d e n i a l  of t h e  e x t e n s i o n  was r e q u e s t e d  by  r e t u r n  wire or 
m a i l ;  t o  be t r a n s m i t t e d  o n  or b e f o r e  March 7. 

A c c o r d i n g  to  D u n r i t e ,  t h e  l o w  b i d d e r ,  o n  March 3 t h e  
f i r m  mailed a le,tter to  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f icer  a g r e e i n g  to  
t h e  e x t e n s i o n .  D u n r i t e ' s  l e t t e r ,  however ,  was n e v e r  
r e c e i v e d  by t h e  A r m y ,  and  t h e  award ,  when made i n  A p r i l ,  
was made t o  t h e  s e c o n d  low b i d d e r .  D u n r i t e  m a i n t a i n s ,  t h a t  
a s  t h e  l o w  b i d d e r  i t  s h o u l d  have  r e c e i v e d  t h e  award.  

W h i l e  t h e  Government  h a s  no r i g h t  t o  f o r c e  b i d d e r s  t o  
e x t e n d  t h e i r  b i d s ,  i t  may request b i d d e r s  t o  do so p g r s u a n t  
t o  D e f e n s e  A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  S 2 - 4 0 4 . 1 ( c )  ( 1 9 7 6  e d . )  
when t h e  a g e n c y  e x p e r i e n c e s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
t h a t  may d e l a y  award  w i t h i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
per iods.  Yardney  E lec t r i c  __el_---- D i v i s i o n ,  60  Comp. Gen. 4 9 9  
( 1 9 8 1 1 ,  81-1 CPD 440.  ',ihen t h e  a g e n c y  does r e q u e s t  a n  
e x t e n s i o n ,  i t  is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  f i r m  
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t h a t  d e s i r e s  to  e x t e n d  i ts  b i d  t o  communica te -a s sen t ,  
e i t h e r  by i n s u r i n g  t h a t  a n  e x p r e s s  e x t e n s i o n  i n  fact " Is  
r e c e i v e d  by t h e  agency ,  or th rough  c o n d u c t  from which t h e  
agency  c a n  i n f e r  t h e  b i d d e r ' s  i n t e n t i o n  to e x t e n d  t h e  b i d .  - See  Arsco I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  B-202607, J u l y  1 7 ,  1981,  81-2 CPD 
4 6  

W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  A r m y  a c t e d  p r o p e r l y  h e r e .  While  
D u n r i t e  a l l e g e s  t h a t  i t  m a i l e d  a r e s p o n s e  to t h e  Army's 
r e q u e s t  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  b i d ,  t h e  Army n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
l e t t e r  and D u n r i t e  d o e s  n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  A r m y  had any  
o t h e r  way of knowing t h a t  D u n r i t e  i n t e n d e d  to  k e e p  i t s  b i d  
open  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  b i d  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e .  
Under t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  t h e  
Army to  assume t h a t  D u n r i t e  had d e c i d e d  t o  l e t  t h e  b i d  
expi re ,  and to award t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  a n o t h e r  f i r m .  

The protest  is  d e n i e d .  

Acting Comp t r o  1 l e r h e n e  r a l  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
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